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The 
Waxhaw Farmers 

Market 
Now Open!  

Get Ready  
For A Busy Weekend! 

Overhead Bridge Dedication 

 
As of last 4th of July. All work is now completed and as always 

the bridge will continue to be an intricate part of celebrations here in 
Waxhaw.  

 
 
 

Things are happening all over the neighborhood 
starting this afternoon with the Overhead Bridge 

Dedication! The Town of Waxhaw will be holding a 
dedication ceremony for the overhead bridge at 
3pm. A beautiful bronze 

plaque will be installed to 
thank our generous 

contributors, Town of 
Waxhaw Public Service 

and CSX railroad. And don’t 
miss Laura Petler’s 

performance of the National 
Anthem. 

                      

At 7PM, the Waxhaw-Weddington Sunrise Rotary Club will host the biggest ever Waxhaw Town and 
Country Run Friday April 24 at 7 p.m. in downtown Waxhaw. The Rotary Club invites participants to 
join them and the race’s sponsors in benefiting the Union County Crisis Assistance Ministries.  
 
 

   At last year’s race 251 runners ran through historic 
Waxhaw—past shops and historic houses with more than 

200 onlookers cheering them on. This year about 300 
runners are expected with 600 others in attendance. 

Club President Larry Hook says, “Rotary is based on four 
avenues of service, and community service covers the 

projects and activities the club undertakes to improve life 
in its community.”  

 

The slide show from last years race.  

   It’s a 5K run with computer chip timing and a 1/2 mile 
Fun Run. Fitness walk and baby joggers are welcome in 
either event. Check-in begins at 5:30 p.m. on E. North 

Main near the old the fire station. The ½ mile and fitness 
walk starts at 6:40 p.m. with the 5 K race at 7 p.m. and 

the baby joggers and wheelchairs at 7:05 p.m. 
Certification is pending for the 5K. 

   Donations are $30 at the race for the 5K and $12 for the 
½ mile fun run and will be accepted the evening of the 
race. Food will be available for purchase and local food 

vendors will also have free samples. The race’s title 
sponsor is Farms and Estates Realty. 

   Rotary International is an international service club 
with 1.2 million members worldwide. Members volunteer 

their time and talent in living out the Rotary motto, 
“Service above Self.” The Waxhaw-Weddington Sunrise 

Rotary Club has 24 members, 
To find out more about the race go to 

www.wwsrotaryclub.org, or www.runwaxhaw.com, or 
call Jim Rice at 704-651-2485. 

 

Also this Saturday, The  
First Union County Saddle Club Open Show! 

The first show of the Union County Saddle Club Show season scheduled for Saturday, April 
25th.  It looks like we’re going to have GREAT weather this time, we’ve got one of our 

favorite Judges returning (Leroy Melton,) and we are very excited to finally be able to show off 
all the hard work that we’ve done getting the buildings and grounds ready. 

Weather Forecast 

Queen's 
Cup 

Steeplechase 
The 14th Annual 

Running of 
Champions 

Story on page two >  

~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ 

Welcome to this 
weeks edition of The 
Waxhaw Gazette! If 
you own a business 
and have any news 
worthy happenings 
planned or know of 
someone new coming 
in, send me a press 
release and I will be 
happy to include it. 
Contact me directly 
with comments or 
suggestions at:  
jtiley@ 
thewaxhawgazette.com 
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See the entire announcement here >  
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Queen's Cup Steeplechase 
The 14th Annual 

Running of Champions 
by John Tiley 

Town of Waxhaw Plans  
Memorial Day Remembrance Ceremony 

Waxhaw, N.C. Plans are under way for the 2009 Memorial Day Remembrance Ceremony in 
historic downtown Waxhaw.  The program is slated for Saturday, May 23rd beginning with 
breakfast and registration for veterans at 9am. The official public program will begin at 10am 
in front of the Waxhaw Military Wall of Honor. The Wall of Honor is located in the East 
North Main Street block in historic downtown.The program will be emceed by Ken Conrad 
and will include: the changing of flags by American Legion Post 208, The National Anthem 
by Laura Pettler, Laying of the wreath, guest speaker John W. Falkenbury Lieutenant 
colonel, U.S. Army, retired and President of the N.C. USO., a three round volley from the 
overhead bridge, taps, Ken O’Neil on bag pipes and a symbolic releasing of doves.The public 
is urged to attend this event to commemorate all war veterans. Far too often, the nation as a 
whole takes for granted the freedoms all Americans enjoy. By honoring the nation’s war 
dead, we preserve their memory and thus their service and sacrifice in the memories of future 
generations This event is free to the public. For more information on the Memorial Day 
Remembrance Ceremony please go to www.waxhaw.com or call 704-843-2195 ext 26.  

~ ~ ~ ~  

Come on out Saturday, for the 
party event of the year! 

 
 

I f Friday isn’t enough for you, then Saturday 
caps off the weekend with the Queens Cup 
Steeplechase once again gracing us with some 
of the best horse racing in the world. Having 
lived in the Waxhaw area for many years I can 
say with certainty a person knows when this 
event is ready to run… with over 14,000 people 
expected to show up for an entire days worth of 
events. Rain or Shine nothing is going to slow 
this from happening. 

 

Prices  

 
 

 

~ ~ ~ ~  

Laura 
Petler 
Music 

Performance 
Schedule 

2009  

April 24, 2009 
3pm National 
Anthem, 
Waxhaw, Bridge 
Dedication 
Ceremony 

May 16, 2009, 
5pm-6pm, Spring 
Fest, Waxhaw 
Bandstand, 
Waxhaw, NC 

May 23, 2009, 
time TBA, 
Memorial Day 
National Anthem, 
Waxhaw, NC 

**We are grateful 
for every 
opportunity 
extended to us to 
serve our 
communities.* 
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for gas in the  
Waxhaw area...  
Where are they headed this week? 

Editors Note: Usually I personally check the prices posted for the above companies. However, 
occasionally when time is short I call the stations on the phone to check for current prices. If no pricing 

is offered the above reflects the last visually confirmed pricing. 

 3/20/08 4/24/09 

Texaco:  $3.19.9  $ 1.97.9 

Pure: $3.24.9  $ 

Little General: $3.24.9   $ 1.97.9

Shell: $3.24.9  $ 1.97.9 

Wax. In n Out: $3.26.9  $ 1.97.9 

Mineral Springs:   

M. S. Grocery $3.20.9  $ 1.96.9 

Texaco: $3.21.9  $ 1.97.9 

BP on New Town $3.21.9  $ 1.97.9 
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Originally published on December 20th, 2003 this was the last article written by Ben Stein for E 
on line. It was, again, passed on to me recently and I have wished to re-print it since I first saw it. 
Please enjoy it as much as I have. 

How Can Someone  
Who Lives in Insane Luxury  
Be a Star in Today's World?  

by Ben Stein: 

As I begin to write this, I "slug" it, as we writers say, which means I put a heading on top of the 
document to identify it. This heading is "eonline FINAL," and it gives me a shiver to write it. I 
have been doing this column for so long that I cannot even recall when I started. 

Lew Harris, who founded this great site, asked me to do it maybe seven or eight years ago, and I 
loved writing this column so much for so long I came to believe it would never end. 

But again, all things must pass, and my column for E! Online must pass. In a way, it is actually 
the perfect time for it to pass. Lew, whom I have known forever, was impressed that I knew so 
many stars at Morton's on Monday nights. 

He could not get over it, in fact. So, he said I should write a column about the stars I saw at 
Morton's and what they had to say. 

It worked well for a long time, but gradually, my changing as a person and the world's change 
have overtaken it. On a small scale, Morton's, while better than ever, no longer attracts as many 
stars as it used to. It still brings in the rich people in droves and definitely some stars. 

I saw Samuel L. Jackson there a few days ago, and we had a nice visit, and right before that, I 
saw and had a splendid talk with Warren Beatty in an elevator, in which we agreed that Splendor 
in the Grass was a super movie. 

But Morton's is not the star galaxy it once was, though it probably will be again. 

Beyond that, a bigger change has happened. I no longer think Hollywood stars are terribly 
important. They are uniformly pleasant, friendly people, and they treat me better than I deserve to 
be treated. But a man or woman who makes a huge wage for memorizing lines and reciting them 
in front of a camera is no longer my idea of a shining star we should all look up to. 

How can a man or woman who makes an eight-figure wage and lives in insane luxury really be a 
star in today's world, if by a "star" we mean someone bright and powerful and attractive as a role 
model? 

Real stars are not riding around in the backs of limousines or in Porsches or getting trained in 
yoga or Pilates and eating only raw fruit while they have Vietnamese girls do their nails. They 
can be interesting, nice people, but they are not heroes to me any longer. 

A real star is the soldier of the 4th Infantry Division who poked his head into a hole on a farm 
near Tikrit, Iraq. He could have been met by a bomb or a hail of AK-47 bullets. Instead, he faced 
an abject Saddam Hussein and the gratitude of all of the decent people of the world. 

A real star is the U.S. soldier who was sent to disarm a bomb next to a road north of Baghdad. He 
approached it, and the bomb went off and killed him. 

A real star, the kind who haunts my memory night and day, is the U.S. soldier in Baghdad who 
saw a little girl playing with a piece of unexploded ordnance on a street near where he was 
guarding a station. He pushed her aside and threw himself on it just as it exploded. He left a 
family desolate in California and a little girl alive in Baghdad. 

The stars who deserve media attention are not the ones who have lavish weddings on TV but the 
ones who patrol the streets of Mosul even after two of their buddies were murdered and their 
bodies battered and stripped for the sin of trying to protect Iraqis from terrorists. 

We put couples with incomes of $100 million a year on the covers of our magazines. The 
noncoms and officers who barely scrape by on military pay but stand on guard in Afghanistan 
and Iraq and on ships and in submarines and near the Arctic Circle are anonymous as they live 
and die. 

I am no longer comfortable being a part of the system that has such poor values, and I do not 
want to perpetuate those values by pretending that who is eating at Morton's is a big subject. 

There are plenty of other stars in the American firmament. The policemen and women who go off 
on patrol in South Central and have no idea if they will return alive. The orderlies and 
paramedics who bring in people who have been in terrible accidents and prepare them for 
surgery. The teachers and nurses who throw their whole spirits into caring for autistic children. 
The kind men and women who work in hospices and in cancer wards. 

Think of each and every fireman who was running up the stairs at the World Trade Center as the 
towers began to collapse. 
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Now you have my idea of a real hero. 

Last column, I told you a few of the rules I had learned to keep my sanity. Well, here is a final 
one to help you keep your sanity and keep you in the running for stardom: We are puny, 
insignificant creatures. 

We are not responsible for the operation of the universe, and what happens to us is not terribly 
important. God is real, not a fiction, and when we turn over our lives to Him, he takes far better 
care of us than we could ever do for ourselves. 

In a word, we make ourselves sane when we fire ourselves as the directors of the movie of our 
lives and turn the power over to Him. 
I came to realize that life lived to help others is the only one that matters. This is my highest and 
best use as a human. 

I can put it another way. Years ago, I realized I could never be as great an actor as Olivier or as 
good a comic as Steve Martin--or Martin Mull or Fred Willard--or as good an economist as 
Samuelson or Friedman or as good a writer as Fitzgerald. Or even remotely close to any of them. 

But I could be a devoted father to my son, husband to my wife and, above all, a good son to the 
parents who had done so much for me. This came to be my main task in life. 

I did it moderately well with my son, pretty well with my wife and well indeed with my parents 
(with my sister's help). I cared for and paid attention to them in their declining years. I stayed 
with my father as he got sick, went into extremis and then into a coma and then entered 
immortality with my sister and me reading him the Psalms. 

This was the only point at which my life touched the lives of the soldiers in Iraq or the 
firefighters in New York. I came to realize that life lived to help others is the only one that 
matters and that it is my duty, in return for the lavish life God has devolved upon me, to help 
others He has placed in my path. This is my highest and best use as a human.  
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Waxhaw's 
Events Calendar 

On Monday, May 11, 2009 Union County Habitat will be hosting its 2nd Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament at the beautiful Rolling Hills Country Club in Monroe. All proceeds 
from the golf tournament will be used to build Habitat homes for families in our local 
community. Lunch and dinner will be served, along with a live auction and awards 
banquet immediately following.  Please contact Julie Perkins, Development Director at 
704-296-9414 or jperkins@unionhabitat.org for participant, sponsorship and additional 
opportunities.  

Piedmont EyeCare Offers Marvin Ridge Scholarships 

Piedmont EyeCare Associates is pleased to announce we will offer two $1000 
scholarships to Marvin Ridge seniors graduating in May of 2009. The scholarships are 
open to one male and one female student athlete planning to pursue a career in healthcare 
with a GPA higher than a 3.0 and some leadership/school involvement. Nomination 
forms are available in the school guidance office. Deadline for nominations is May 1st 
and will be awarded on May 20 during awards day.  
Piedmont EyeCare is interested in expanding this program to other local high schools in 
the coming years.  

Contact: Scott Philippe 
Piedmont EyeCare Associates 
Phone 704-926-3937  |  Fax 704-926-3938 
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2009 
Waxhaw  

Spring Fest 
2 day family  
craft & fun 

festival 

The exhibitor 
(click here) and 
concessionaire 
(click here) 
applications for 
Spring Fest 2009 
are now available 
on-line. 

   NEW: If your 
organization is a 
non-profit, you 
have an opportunity 
this year to waive 
your exhibitor 
and/or concession 
fee. You can do this 
by providing two 
adult volunteers to 
assist the event staff 
during Spring Fest. 
Interested? Contact 
Cathy Murphy at 
704-843-2195 ext 
26.  

   NEW: Non-
profits, would you 
like to help raise 
funds for your 
organization at 
Spring Fest? Why 
not sponsor an 
activity in the 
Children's area. 
Once your 
organization has 
covered the rental 
fee-the balance can 
go back to your 
group. 

   Interested? Call 
Cathy at the number 
above or e-mail her 
at: events 
@waxhaw.com 
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Waxhaw's 
Events Calander 
Page Two  

This Saturday, Union County 
Saddle Club Open Show! 
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The first show of the Union County Saddle Club Show 
season scheduled for Saturday, April 25th.  It looks like 
we’re going to have GREAT weather this time, we’ve got 
one of our favorite Judges returning (Leroy Melton,) and 
we are very excited to finally be able to show off all the 
hard work that we’ve done getting the buildings and 
grounds ready. 

 
Along with our new class sheet, there are several new 
procedures in addition to ones that we started using last 
year, and I would like to point them out so that you know 
about them in advance. 

  

1. Don’t forget we have new starting times!  Gates 
will open at 7 AM – English division starts at 9 
AM, Western/Gaited to start at approximately 
4:30 PM! 

2. We will now be checking Coggins’ certificates 
prior  to unloading.  There will be a checkpoint 
just inside the gate.  Please be sure to have your 
ORIGINAL certificates readily available so that 
we do not end up backing up traffic into the road.  
If you do not have your certificates, you will not 
be allowed to unload your horses or proceed past a 
“holding area” if someone goes to get them for 
you. Only original Coggins Certificates will be 
accepted – no copies!  

3. All ponies must be presented to the Show Office 
and measured on the concrete pad on the far side 
of the building. One stick will be used for all 
ponies throughout the season. Each pony must be 
measured and logged PRIOR to their first class 
of the first show attended. Ponies that have not 
been measured will not be allowed to show in 
Pony Classes or gather points towards the Pony 
Award from any other class. All ponies must be 
measured and logged by the Show Chairman.  

4. Please allow some extra time to fill out the annual 
paperwork such as the liability waiver and to 
obtain a new show number.  All class sheets and 
other registration paperwork will be in the 
clubhouse to be filled out to reduce waiting time at 
the show office.  We are going to continue to offer 
advance registration online to speed up check in 
times.  Check out our website for deadlines and 
more details for advance online registration.  You 
are welcome to use your number from last year as 
long as no one has already requested it.  

Please be sure to check our website for 
new High Points Awards Divisions and 
qualifying classes.  We also still have 
some class sponsorships available – this 
form is also available on our website.  

We are ALWAYS looking for volunteers 
to help run the shows.  Did you know 
that you can earn vouchers to apply 
towards your show fees by helping the 
ring crew, being a “ribbon girl/boy,” etc?  
If you are interested in learning more and 
helping fill some empty slots still open 
for this Saturday’s show, please contact 
Michelle Greenlee at 
scenicbell@msn.com or 704-264-4979. 

Lastly, please consider becoming a 
member of the Union County Saddle 
Club.  The Saddle Club has been run by 
volunteers since 1963, and we need 
everyone’s help to continue the legacy of 
a club that welcomes all, is affordable, 
and serves all. 

  

Thank you. 

  

  

Miranda Kaplan 

Reporter - Union County Saddle Club 

 

www.unioncountysaddleclub.net 
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"Always do right - 
This will gratify 
some people and 

astonish the rest." 
--Mark Twain 

And now, Our Weekly Dose of Humor  
directly from the Internet.....  

bits and pieces that your Editor will not testify to for correctness, accuracy nor even 
believability but they are certainly humorous? So Enjoy!  

The Two Hearse's.... 

A woman was leaving a 7-11 with her 
morning coffee when she noticed a most 
unusual funeral procession approaching the 
nearby cemetery. 

A long black hearse was followed by a 
second hearse about 50 feet behind. 

Behind the second hearse was a solitary 
woman walking a Pit Bull dog on a leash. 

Behind her were 200 women walking single 
file. 

The woman couldn't stand the curiosity. She 
respectfully approached the woman walking 
the dog and said, "I am so sorry for your loss, 
and I know now is a bad time to disturb you, 
but I've never seen a funeral like this. 

Whose funeral is it?"  

  

The woman replied, "Well, that first hearse is 
for my husband." 

"What happened to him?"  

The woman replied, "My dog attacked and 
killed him." 

She inquired further, "Well who is in the 
second hearse?" 

"His mistress. She tried to help my husband, 
then the dog turned on her." 

poignant and thoughtful moment of silence 
passes between the two women. 

"Can I borrow the dog?" 

"Get in line" 

  

Children's Science Exams  
 
If you need a good laugh, try reading through these children's science exam answers...  
 
 
Q: Name the four seasons..  
A: Salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar.  
 
Q: Explain one of the processes by which water can be made safe to drink.  
A: Flirtation makes water safe to drink because it removes large pollutants like grit, sand, dead sheep 
and canoeists.  
 
Q: How is dew formed?  
A: The sun shines down on the leaves and makes them perspire.  
 
Q: How can you delay milk turning sour? (Brilliant, love this!)  
A: Keep it in the cow..  
 
Q: What causes the tides in the oceans?  
A: The tides are a fight between the Earth and the Moon. All water tends to flow towards the moon, 
because there is no water on the moon, and nature hates a vacuum. I forget where the sun joins in this 
fight.  
 
Q: What are steroids?  
A: Things for keeping carpets still on the stairs.  
 
Q: What happens to your body as you age?  
A: When you get old, so do your bowels and you get intercontinental  
 
Q: What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty?  
A: He says good-bye to his boyhood and looks forward to his adultery..  
 
Q: Name a major disease associated with cigarettes.  
A: Premature death.  
 
Q: How are the main parts of the body categorized? 
(e.g., abdomen)  
A: The body is consisted into three parts -- the brainium, the borax and the abdominal cavity. The 
brainium contains the brain; the borax contains the heart and lungs, and the abdominal cavity contains 
the five bowels A, E, I, O, and U.  
 
Q: What is the fibula?  
A: A small lie.  

  

 
THIS IS INDIA.  
IT IS WHERE 
YOU CALL 
WHEN YOU 
HAVE A 
TECHNICAL 
PROBLEM WITH 
YOUR 
COMPUTER. 
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Q: What does 'varicose' mean?  
A: Nearby.  
 
Q: Give the meaning of the term 'Caesarian Section.'  
A: The Caesarian Section is a district in Rome.  
 
Q: What does the word 'benign' mean?'  
A: Benign is what you will be after you be eight. 
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