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From The Editor:
John Tiley 

Here at last after much 
effort, welcome to the 
first "Official" Edition of 
the Waxhaw Gazette! 
We are finally and 
permanently located at 
www.thewaxhaw 
gazette.com where you 
can read our most recent 
editions 24/7. I can be 
contacted directly at via 
e-mail: jtiley@ 
thewaxhawgazette.com
So I encourage all of you 
to pass our link along to 
your Waxhaw friends 
and relatives so they too 
can enjoy our paper. 
Remember we will be 
publishing every Friday
with updates as they
come out. I am in the 
process of building out 
our e-mail list which I 
will use to send out as an 
announcement at time of 
publishing so if your not 
already on our list and 
wish to become a 
subscriber, please drop 
me a line with your 
request.

T' was Four Nights before Christmas,
and all through the house, not a creature was stirring………….

Dateline Waxhaw, North Carolina. 
Friday Dec. 21st, 2007

As Christmas fast approaches, time seems to go ever
faster, yet too little seems to be getting done. The
“Tree” is up at last and at least some of the packages
have been wrapped with too many more yet to come.
None of my usual channels have hinted at anything
reportable happening around town, a good sign that
hopefully everyone is busy enough with the holiday to
stir up any real trouble. And that is the way it should be
in our little town at Christmas Time.

After all, this is a time for us to to reflect on how lucky 
we are to be home with friends and family. It is a time 
to remember those good times of Christmas past and 
anticipate such memories yet to come. To remember 
our sons and daughters in the military who are far away 
from home, many in harms way, making sure that our 
way of life does go on. And to remember those among 
us who have fallen on hard times for any variety of 
reasons, let us dig just a little deeper to help our 
charities help them. Most importantly, this is a time to 
remember the real reason we celebrate Christmas. It is 
the day we celebrate the birth of Christ, and remember 
all of the blessings he has bestowed on us.

Christmas time is also a time for stories, remembering
perhaps a time when we were young and all of the
magic still twinkled brightly for us. That doll or train
we got that made time stand still for us. The music
coming from the church or the milk and cookies we left
by the tree at bed time. I have many wonderful such
memories, but a much more recent one strikes a chord
as I sat down to write this. It goes something like this:
Not long ago a colleague asked me why I would want
to start a newspaper especially in such a small town.
Without missing a blink I said “the same reason I am a
Rotarian”. The questioning look on his face told me he
didn't know much about the Rotary, so I told him that
“in the Rotary, we have a very basic principal that
underlies all we do. We call it the Four Way Test and it
goes like this: Of the things we think, say or do 1) Is it
the TRUTH? 2) Is it FAIR to all concerned? 3) Will it
build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? And
4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

That basic principal is the reason business people
become Rotarians. They are the reason our businesses
are successful. And in public life, as Rotarians we are
able to extend those beliefs into our communities by the
greater good we provide through our projects. By
example we are able to teach those around us the
benefits of loyalty and the power of a good deed over a
quick profit. And in a much larger international
perspective, think of all of the children that will never
experience polio because of Rotary Internationals
efforts to eradicate that horrible disease world wide.” I
could see by the look on his face he understood. As
Christmas comes again, being a Rotarian is like
bringing just a little bit of Christmas into every day all
year long.

So as this Christmas comes and goes and the New Year
unfolds, many of you will see me moving about the
community following stories and getting to know more
of you. Remember that “little bit of Christmas” I and
my fellow Rotarians bring with us to share. Join in and
help us share it, for new and better memories for
Waxhaw.

I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas. God Bless
you all!

John Tiley, Editor
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“Are you ready for Christmas”?

Pery Canan, contributing writer
This is dedicated to my friends and family

Last Monday morning as I was preparing to mount the Stair
master at the gym, I was greeted by a wonderful friend
already well into her 60 minute daily infliction of pain and
suffering. She makes it look so darn easy!

As I procrastinated setting the controls and readying myself
for torture she smiled and asked me “Are you ready for
Christmas”? I thought for just a moment and came back with
my witty answer, “Good question, let me check with the wife
and get back to you”. She almost fell of her machine in
laughter. No doubt she’s married!!!!  We exchanged
comments like…”Still have lots to shop for” and “kids and
families are arriving this coming week”. I even joked about
how easy it is for us men to shop online. Heck... Best Buy
gives you up until 11am December 20 to place an order and
have it delivered by Christmas.  Man…that’s my kind of
place!  But once the conversation slowed I started to think
much more about her very simple question. For the next
several minutes I struggled about my answer to her. Was that
the right thing to say? Could I have better used this moment
to talk about how fortunate we both were to have been
blessed with healthy families, a roof over our head, an
abundance of food on the table just to name a few? Or even
better yet, I could have mentioned how my church was
having 7 services on Christmas Eve. Maybe I should have
invited her to one?

Well I decided to take this simple question on the road and
perform a mini research study by asking others with whom I
came into contact. After all, advertising and market research
is my occupation. I wanted to know what people were
thinking!  So, over the course of the week, I asked friends,
business associates and more importantly I even asked
complete strangers. My research office was gas stations,
business meetings, convenient stores, Rotary meetings, phone
solicitations and Publix.  Not surprisingly every one of them
answered all pretty much the same. “Are you ready for
Christmas”?  Their responses centered on gift buying, food,
reuniting with family (that’s a good one) and just the overall
craziness of this time of year! “Once I hear about this big case
I have….” or “just one more gift to buy and I am done” or
here’s a good one “I am waiting to hear back from a potential
buyer for my condo in South Beach”…. Right!!!! 

Then came last night (Thursday night)!

I have come to look forward to Thursday night. Churches and
volunteers join together to serve a hot meal (yummy mash
potatoes and meat loaf) cooked to perfection for as many as
200 men, women and sometimes children. Yes… even
children! They start to arrive hours before probably because
they figure this might be the only meal they’ll receive for
days. Fortunately, we never run out!

They are our homeless. They live on the streets, in cars, under
overpasses and in parks. They show up hungry, dirty, and
with all their personal belongings in a backpack or small
suitcase.

But on this night it really doesn’t matter where they come
from, what they wear, how they smell or look or how little
they have. What only matters is that they are here and we
have the privilege to serve them, love them and give them a
sense of healing and HOPE!

This Thursday night would be special. It was the last dinner
we would serve before Christmas. All I could think about
was where these men and women will be while my family
and I would be opening gifts after Christmas Eve Service. 
The question that I had been asking all week long seemed
inappropriate for this gathering. But God was nudging me,
as He often does, to ask anyway! 

After dinner we invited all of our guests out to the parking
lot to receive a gift from a generous young lady. Almost
single handedly she had prepared a backpack with toiletry
items and a Christmas Card. As each person approached her 
SUV they were greeted by a welcoming committee of
handshakes and/or a hugs. It was a very moving experience.
I used this opportunity to ask my question. Needless to say
the answers were much different than earlier in the week.

One person told me that he had mailed a card to his wife and
daughter. How they were the only people in his life that
mattered and how much he missed them. Another said that
he was hoping to have a good night sleep BEFORE the 
police wake him Christmas morning. But one answer totally
caught me off my guard. I believe her name was Jennifer.
She told me that she was praying to God that He would 
provide her with clean clothes and a shower so that she
could attend Christmas Eve service at a local church and
celebrate a very special birthday. She went on to tell me that
her gift was waiting there. She told me how blessed she was 
that our God would love and care so much about her that He
would give her the gift of His son, Jesus. Then, without any
hesitation, she invited me to attend the service with her.  I
felt this numbness take over my entire body.

This year had been challenging to most if not all of us. We
have lost loved ones and we or someone we know has
probably battled health issues. Others have been stretched
out financially.

But through it all something has remained constant and
unwavering, God’s profound and unconditional love for all
of us which he proved when He gave us that very special
gift some 2000 years ago.

That gift was, is and will always be available to me, to you
and to everyone.

So…are YOU ready for Christmas?  I know that Jennifer is!

May God continue to bless you and yours.
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