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Friday, July 15th, 2011
by John Tiley

A person would have to be living under a rock 
not to have heard the reteric going on in 
Washington over the Debt/Budget fight. I find 
it reminiscent of kids drawing a line in the 
sand and “double dog dare ya”. How can any 
group of folks supposidly representing the 
publics' interest say to the media that as long 
as “that guy is in there, nothing will be 
approved”! They are willing to trash the 
already fragle economy to prove their way is 
the only way? 

As I have really struggled with this article, a 
friend passed along the following which says 
it better than my efforts have produced:

This is about as clear and easy to understand 
as it can be.. The article below is completely 
neutral, neither anti-republican or democrat. 
Charlie Reese, a soon-to-be- retired reporter 
for the Orlando Sentinel, has hit the nail 
directly on the head, defining clearly who it 
is that in the final analysis must assume 
responsibility for the judgments made that 
impact each one of us every day. It's a short 
but good read. Worth the time. Worth 
remembering!

545 vs. 300,000,000 People

By Charlie Reese, Orlando Sentinel

Politicians are the only people in the world 
who create problems and then campaign 
against them.

Have you ever wondered, if both the 
Democrats and the Republicans are against 
deficits, WHY do we have deficits?

Have you ever wondered, if all the politicians 
are against inflation and high taxes, WHY do 
we have inflation and high taxes?

You and I don't propose a federal budget. The 
President does.

You and I don't have the Constitutional 
authority to vote on appropriations. The House 
of Representatives does.

You and I don't write the tax code, Congress 
does.

You and I don't set fiscal policy, Congress 
does.

You and I don't control monetary policy, the 
Federal Reserve Bank does.

One hundred senators, 435 congressmen, 
one President, and nine Supreme Court 
justices equates to 545 human beings out of 
the 300 million are directly, legally, morally, 
and individually responsible for the 
domestic problems that plague this country.

Read the entire article here >

By Michael McLaurin, Town Manager

As Town Manager, I would like to share some 
thoughts regarding last night’s fireworks. For 
many years our fireworks show has gone off 
without a hitch and both the show and the 
attendance has grown in numbers. Last night 
was an exception.
Putting on Town events requires many hours 
from both town employee time and volunteers. 

We do so in the spirit and hope that you will 
visit our events, have a good time and return 

with your friends and neighbors. Some of 
our employees have worked approximately 
50 hours in the last three days. On July 4th 
some started their day at 5:30 a.m. in the 
morning and concluded around midnight.

Read the entire story here>
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As Town Manager, I would like to share some thoughts regarding last night’s fireworks.  For 
many years our fireworks show has gone off without a hitch and both the show and the 
attendance has grown in numbers.  Last night was an exception. 
 
Putting on Town events requires many hours from both town employee time and volunteers.  
We do so in the spirit and hope that you will visit our events, have a good time and return with 
your friends and neighbors.  Some of our employees have worked approximately 50 hours in the 
last three days.  On July 4th some started their day at 5:30 a.m. in the morning and concluded 
around midnight. 
 
Many of you came to enjoy our parade and looked forward to the evening’s events.  Many of 
you were disappointed and I apologize. 
 
Last night’s storms before the fireworks show were expected to blow through quickly, but 
unexpectedly hung around for at least two hours.  If they had moved through as was hoped we 
may not have had the water saturation or length of delay that ultimately postponed the 
fireworks for an hour and fifteen minutes.    As the delay wore on many of us grew cold and 
tired.  As a parent and grandparent, I can testify firsthand that when kids get tired, they get 
cranky. 
 
There was a delay and you are owed an explanation.  As you might imagine setting up a 
fireworks event requires a number of hours of tedious planning and wiring.  The rains totally 
soaked a number of components needed for the show.   We were initially told that everything 
was dry but this proved not to be the case.  The heavy rain also caused the timing of the 
fireworks to be off or in some cases not fire at all. 
 
At 9:00 p.m. it appeared that the rain was letting up and we were told that the show could begin 
around the scheduled time of 9:30 p.m.    We were happy to learn we could still give you the 
fireworks show of which you are proud, but the fireworks tech need to recheck/rewire 
everything due to the dampness.  This was paramount for safety reasons and took much longer 
than expected.  Erring on the side of safety was the correct thing to do, and all of the work is 
done in coordination with the Town and the County Fire Marshal.   We use a professional 
pyrotechnic company to do our fireworks and they have done an outstanding job in prior years.  
It’s why so many make the trip to Waxhaw with children and families for this event.   
 
Throughout the event we relayed information we received from the technicians via Facebook 
and Twitter.   With that being said, we now realize that many of you didn’t have access to that 
information and were left waiting for some answers.   
 
Earlier today I conducted the first set of several meetings with key staff to look at what worked 
and what we need to do better.   The first meeting yielded some ideas that we will follow up on 
to give you the best show possible.  We will also be meeting with the fireworks company to 
discuss last night’s event and identify ways that future issues could be prevented. 
 
I want to thank each of you who have commented, both those satisfied and not satisfied.  
Everyone’s thoughts can help the town build a better plan.  In conclusion I want to again 
apologize for your disappointment but hope that you understand why the delay occurred.   
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And now, Our Weekly 
Dose of Humor 

directly from the Internet..... 
bits and pieces that your Editor will not testify to for correctness, accuracy nor even

believability but they are certainly humorous, So Enjoy! 

Last shuttle ENDEAVOR flight from KSC - 5-16-2011. A nifty photo of Monday's shuttle 
launch from the best seat in the house....an F-15E Strike Eagle at 26 thousand feet over the east 
coast.

Splinters in Her Crotch!
A woman from Los Angeles who was a tree hugger, a liberal Democrat, and 
an anti-hunter, purchased a piece of timberland near Colville , WA .. There 
was a large tree on one of the highest points in the tract. She wanted a good 
view of the natural splendor of her
land, so she started to climb the big tree. As she neared the top she 
encountered a spotted owl that attacked her. In her haste to escape, the woman 
slid down the tree to the ground and got many splinters in her crotch. In 
considerable pain, she hurried to a local ER to see a
doctor. She told him she was an environmentalist, a democrat, and an anti-
hunter and how she came to get all the splinters. The doctor listened to her 
story with great patience and then told her to go wait in the examining room 
and he would see if he could help her. She sat
and waited three hours before the doctor reappeared. The angry woman 
demanded,"What took you so long?" He smiled and then told her, "Well, I had 
to get permits from the Environmental Protection Agency, the Forest Service, 
and the Bureau of Land Management before I could remove
old-growth timber from a "recreational area" so close to a waste treatment 
facility. I'm sorry, but due to Obama Care they turned me down 

Question from 
Benjamin

How do you judge 
someone ?

Question 1: 

If you knew a woman 
who was pregnant, who 
had 8 kids already, three 
who were deaf, two who 
were blind, one mentally 
retarded, and she had 
syphilis, would you 
recommend that she 
have an abortion? 

Read the next question 
before looking at the 
response for this one. 

Question 2: 

It is time to elect a new 
world leader, and only 
your vote counts. 
Here are the facts about 
the three candidates. 

Candidate A: 

Associates with crooked 
politicians, and consults 
with astrologists. 
He's had two mistresses. 
He also chain smokes 
and drinks 8 to 10 
martinis a day. 

Candidate B: 

He was kicked out of 
office twice, sleeps until 
noon, used opium in 
college and drinks a 
quart of whiskey every 
evening. 

Candidate C: 

He is a decorated war 
hero. 
He's a vegetarian, 
doesn't smoke, drinks an 
occasional beer and 
never committed 
adultery. 

Which of these 
candidates would be our 
choice? 

Decide first ... No 
peeking, and then scroll 
down for the response. 

Candidate A is Franklin 
D. Roosevelt. 

Candidate B is Winston 
Churchill. 
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Candidate C is Adolph 
Hitler. 

And, by the way, on 
your answer to the 
abortion question: 

If you said YES, you just 
killed Beethoven. 

Pretty interesting isn't it? 

Makes a person think 
before judging someone 
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